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Fabio Badalamenti is Research Director at the Italian National Council of Research,  
Institute for  coastal marine management. Fabio got a PhD in Marine science, University of 
Messina, Italy (1990). He has a widespread national and international experience 
particularly in relation to coastal zone management and marine ecology. Renowned 
international consultant in the fields of marine and coastal ecology and conservation, and 
fisheries.  Scientific lecturer, speaker and writer with a large number of publications to his 
credit, including reports, studies, conference papers and books.   
 
Main work positions and activities  
•Since 2010, Research Director at the Italian National Council of Research (CNR), Institute 
for coastal marine management (IAMC).   
•2002-09,  senior researcher (2002-08) at CNR-IAMC  
•1989 2001, researcher at CNR-IAMC  
• Since 2018, Honorary Professor at the University of Edinburgh. Scotland, UK 
•2013-2018, Research fellows at the Harriot Watt University , Edinburgh, Scotland, UK, 
Centre for Marine Biodiversity and Biotechnology, School of Life Sciences..  
•2007-2013, Guest Member of Staff at the School of Marine Science and Technology, 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK.  
•2000 -2006, contract professor of Ecology for the University of Palermo.   
•Since 2000,  supervisor for 9 Ph.D., 16 master degree theses and 8 bachelor thesis degree 
for students of Italian and foreign Universities.  
•Since 1995, invited to give seminars by several Universities, Research Centers, 
International Institutions and NGOs both in Italy and abroad.  
•Since 1990, responsible and/or coordinator for 25 research projects and participation in 
further 20 projects.  
 
Research activities    
 Coastal Zone Management  
Reef ecology. Benthic fauna and flora, expert on Systematics of Polychaetes. Fish visual 
censuses, biomass assessment, trophic relationships, energy flow, restocking, acoustic 
telemetry. Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), criteria for the institution, functioning, 
"reserve effect". Cultural and socio-economic aspects of MPAs. Fishery reserves. Bio-
economic effects of fishery exclusion zones. Marine spatial planning. Biology and ecology 
of the orange coral Astroides calycularis 
.  
Trophic ecology  
Food web reconstruction in benthic systems. Carbon and nitrogen stable isotope utilisation 
in food web reconstruction and assessment of marine organism trophic levels. Trophic 
level variation within fish length and between areas with different levels of protection.  
Seagrasses Long-term monitoring of damage by human activities to Posidonia oceanica 
meadows. In particular, studies on the effects of dredging for gas pipeline deployment, 



mitigation of such effects and damage restoration through propagule transplantion. 
Biology and ecology of P. oceanica seedlings.  
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